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paign is to include workshaps,
to be held in all provinces and
municipalities, promoting the
use of domestic rice. CEDAC
said it will also spread its mes-
sage on radio ads.

“We will give farmers ideas
for choosing seeds by talking
to them directly at the work-
shops, by holding discussions
about natural agriculture and
domestic-seed conservation
and by arranging exhibitions,”
Yi Kim Than, the CEDAC offi-
cialin charge of the campaign,

said at an event to launch the
campaign last week. 8
Yi Kim Than said genetically
modified rice was first intro-
duced to Cambodia in 1960
and had become increasingly

Yay Lin, 75, harvests rice in Bueng Village, Kandal province, in this file photo. A new CEDAC cam
farmers to shun genetically modified rice, arguing that seed prices do not justify the yields. 1RaCLY SHELION

popular “in the 21st century, as
some farmers have abandoned
traditional seeds to use new
ones to get higher yields”.
Minister of Agriculture Chan
Sarun said that farmers growing

genetically modified rice ulti-
mately end up paying more
because they must purchase
expensive genetically modified
seeds every year.

In addition, some farmers

domestic seeds,” he said,

His current yield was roughly
five tonnes per hectare, he said,
addingthat uses of purerdomes-
ticrice seeds could lead to yields
of 10 tonnes per hectare.

CEDAC PresidentYang Saing
Koma agreed: “Domestic
seeds have great potential,
but we never bother to purify
them,” he said.

CEDAC research indicates
that 1.8 Cambodian families
depend on income earned

from growing rice. -
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CEDAC To Campaign To Promote Local Rice

By CHHORN CHANSY
AND PAUL VRIEZE
THE CAMBODIA DAILY

The Cambodian Center for
Study and Development in Agri-
culture announced Wednesday it is
starting a campaign to promote sus-
tainable rice farming and preserve
the use of local rice seed varieties.

CEDAC coordinator Yi Kim
Than said CEDAC will start a year-
long, natidnwide campaign with
radio and TV broadcasts, work-
' shiops and trade fairs to inform
farmers about the best ways to
select, store and use local rice
seeds and organic fanming through
the process known as System of
Rice Intensification, or SRI. The
project, part of the international
“Year of Rice Action,” is aimed at
preserving local rice varieties and
protecting food security and the
rights of small farmers.

“We want to promote low input
agriculture. We are not demanding
pure organic farming,” CEDAC
Director Yang Saing Koma said at
a news conference, adding, “We
are worried that an increasing nurm
ber of farmers will stop using their
own local rice seeds and use more
chemical fertilizer and pesticide.”

In the rainy season, almost all
farmers in Cambodia grow rice
with local variety rice seeds, while
dry season rice farmers—a much
smaller group—buy genetically
modified seeds, Mr Koma said.

Genetically modified rice and
chemical fertilizer can affect the
health of farmers and consumers
and is detrimental to the environ-
ment, Mr Koma said, adding SKRI
methods are high-vielding and
organic rice fetches high market
prices, and at the same time farmmr
ers can rely on available local rice
seed varieties and natural fertilizers.

Some 8,000 families are now fol
lowing organic SRI farming meth-
ods with the help of CEDAC, he
said.

“We are concerned that in the
future this might change...We can
imagine farmers will stop selecting
[local] seeds and will buy [GM]
seeds from business people and
become dependant on them,” he
said.

SRI farming methods differ
from traditional rice farming, as
fields are kept moist instead of
flooded, seedlings are transplant-
ed much earlier and different plant
spacing is used.

Agriculbure Minister Chan Sarun
welcomed CEDAC's organic rice
program and said his ministry was
also promoting SRI and organic
farming. He estimated that around
20,000 families were farming with
SRI methods, which he said dou-
bled yvields and reduced the am-
ount of rice sceds needed to sow a
paddy field.

Mr Koma also said that he was
concemed about the possibiiity of
large foreign-owned farmland con-
cessions in Carmmbodia.

“It can affect small farmers by
limiting land access and lead to
clearance of forest land,” he said
after his speech, adding, “The gov-
ermnment should give first pricrity to
support our farmers, intemational

‘land concessions should be sec-

ondary,” he said.

Alongside granting dozens of
controversial land concessions to
well-connected local and foreign
firms, the Cambodian and Kirwaiti
governments are reported to be
negotiating a 50,000-hectare land
concession for which the Middle
Eastern oil state will provide a $546
million loan in retum. The govern-
ment is also negotiating a similar
deal with Qatar.




