
Successful story of Farmer Uk Pheoun in SRI and Multi-Purpose Farm 

By Bao Vuthy, December 2008 

Mr. Uk Pheoun is a 58-year-old cooperating farmer living in Srey Chey village, Boeung Tranh Thbong 
commune, Samrong district, Takeo province He is the head of a family comprised of 7 members (wife, 
3 sons and 2 daughters). He has cropping land of 2.5 ha among them; 2 ha of rice fields and 0.5 ha of 
Chamkar land. But for the past few years, he is living with only 2 persons due to his 3 sons have 
already married. Then they left to live with their new families. Later, he contributed 2 ha of land to his 
sons. Presently, he still has only 0.5 ha of rice field land. Meantime, rice fields are surrounding his 
home and during the dry season, these rice fields look dried out and the plants are unhappy due to a 
lack of water resources.   

In terms of education, he stated that he completed grade 10. (Primary school) in the Lon Nol regime 
times because living conditions in his family were limited. His education level is equal to grade 3 in 
current times. Since he stopped studying until today it is more than four decades that he has never 
taken a pen to write. He has forgotten the alphabet and has taken printed books for reading very 
slowly.   

During the year of 2002 his family met difficulties and constraints because his livelihood activities 
were based on conventional agriculture practices only. If some years were good in terms of nature he 
can sell his products especially paddy for paying back in the production and paying for the family 
consumption. When other years are not so good he did not have enough products to sell.  

So, at that time, he did not have enough money to pay back expenses. These the problems and 
constraints were faced because each year he has expenses of around 555,000 riel equal to 146 USD for 
buying commercial fertilizers and pesticides, outside labor, ( for uprooting and transplanting) and 
seeds etc. Actually, for producing rice he got an average yield of 1, 750 kg only per year on the area of 
2 ha (around 0.87 t/ha) and gross income from selling Chamkar vegetables around 500,000 riel equal 
to 130 USD. And each day, he did not have time to perform household chores. Moreover, he never had 
opportunities to go outside for learning and visiting any place (like the frog in open well) because after 
planting rice he needs to grow the vegetables at Chamkar along the Slaku dike around 2 km from his 
home.  

During that time he observed that his family gets sick very easily during the year; catching colds, and 
getting dizzy etc. This is because his family does not take meals regularly and that the food eaten had 
not reached an adequate level of nutrition, working beyond his/her strength and using commercial 
fertilizers and pesticides. 

All of the above mentioned factors have influenced him to cooperate with CEDAC as it had recently 
come to organize the first project introduction to circulate its activities in his village. He has 
cooperated with CEDAC since July 2003 until today through the project called SRL-EED. But this 
project was phased out in December 2008. Therefore, he is now cooperating with the new phase of the 
project called PRS-EU since January 2008 to 2010. PRS-EU is implemented from January 2008 to 
December 2010 in 260 villages of Takeo and Kampong Speu provinces. 
  
Since he has cooperated with CEDAC for 66 months, the activities were implemented and results 
achieved by him can be seen as follows:  

·  Began to adopt the techniques of SRI to apply on an area of 0.05 ha with a result of 300 kg 
equal to 6 t/ha without using commercial fertilizers or hiring additional labors for uprooting 
and transplanting as before. After adopting and applying SRI techniques, he observed that SRI 
had achieved a reduction in labor demand and related costs were less. However, it provided a 



high yield in 2004; he expanded the SRI area on the land of 0.20 ha and since the year of 2005 
until now he applied SRI on all fields of his land. Through his experiences and innovations 
since the beginning until today he observed that his rice yield is increasing every year. Please 
refer to the table 1. 
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Description  2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 
Total rice field area (ha) 2.00 0.30 0.30 0.30 0.30 0.30 
SRI area (ha) 0.05 0.20 0.30 0.30 0.30 0.30 
Total rice yield (kg) 1560 1000 1440 1560 1950 2100 
Total SRI yield (kg) 300 850 1440 1560 1950 2100 
Yield in ton per ha 6.00 4.25 4.80 5.20 6.50 7.00 

·  He was always given some ideas and advice by the project staff. So in early 2004 he has 
transformed his farm into a multiple-purpose farm on 0.20 hectares of land which has been the 
place of rice planting since the good old days. In early 2004 till today, his farm was improving 
regularly every year. Moreover, he is trying to research and explore the new innovation related 
to the agricultural fields. Presently, his farm has a pond for rain harvesting and fish raising, 
farm was surrounded by the main canal with associated sub-canal to the rice field, a chicken 
pen for improving chicken raising, plenty of places for growing vegetables (like spicy 
vegetables, leaf vegetables, fruit, vegetables and root vegetables), growing fruit trees, multiple 
purpose trees, fodder plants, compost area, and nurseries for germinating trees and vegetables. 
Furthermore, his multiple-purpose farm is green for the whole year and water standing in dry 
season for growing vegetables. For the last few years, he observed that it is easy to grow/do 
something at his farm. This is due to soil reaching adequate fertility and mutually beneficial to 
the plants. After the farm was constructed nearby, home difficulties and exhaustion met before 
have reduced. In contrast to the previous situation, he and his wife have enough time to take 
care of their home and to perform household works and time to go outside to attend additional 
training and exchange visit to other places. His farm has provided income the whole year round 
(please refer to table 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   



Table 2: Information on income provided from farm 

Species of income 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 
Income from vegetable (riel) 200 000 300 000 300 000 350 000 300 000 
Income from fruit trees (riel) 100 000 140 000 250 000 200 000 300 000 
Income from fish (riel) 150 000 150 000 300 000 250 000 150 000 
Income from chicken (riel) 120 000 240 000 300 000 250 000 450 000 
Gross annual income  570 000 830 000 1 115 000 1 050 000 1 200 000 

 
Farm Improvement Planning  

·  To continue the improvement of farm such as rehabilitation of pond and canals  
·  To increase and improve chicken raising to increase the number of hens from 5 to 12 (hens) 

and to reconstruct chicken pens  
·  To continue the exploration of new innovations  
·  To improve rice seed selection and storage regularly  
·  To build a class room for the meeting and training place of farmers and guests but he does not 

know that he can this due to his limited budget.  

Impressions 

·  His living conditions have improved in areas such as increased income. Moreover, he has his 
own vegetables, grown fish, meat for family consumption all year round without having to 
make purchases from the market as before. 

·  He does not worry and suffer as before because he does presently not have the main 
expenditure in the production and economic risks were reduced. 

·  Has increased his knowledge and experiences around writing, reading, public speaking and 
practicing agriculture of which  he knew nothing about before, even public speaking 

·  There is now not more labor required; his has now enough time to perform household works 
everyday and for her it is easier if compared to previous times.   

   


